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INTRODUCTION

A special needs child is a youth who has been determined to require special attention and

specific necessities that other children do not.All children including Children with Special Needs

(CWSN) have an equal right to gain access to quality education and opportunities to succeed in
life. 'Special educational needs' is a legal definition and refers to children with learning problems
or disabilities that make it harder for them to learn than most children the same age. A child has

special educational needs if they have a learning problem or disabilities that make it more

difficult for them to learn than most children their age. They may have problems with
schoolwork, communication or behavior. The state may declare this status for the purpose of

offering benefits and assistance for the child’swell-being and growth.

Special needs can also be a legal designation, particularly in the adoption and foster
care community, wherein the child and guardian receive support to help them both lead
productive lives. A variety of conditions and impairments can be classified as special needs.
They can include chronic and terminal illnesses, physical impairments, and cognitive or
psychiatric issues. Special needs individuals have a mental, emotional, or physical disability.
Special needs can include much different medical or mental impairment from autism to epilepsy
to visual impairments. Recognizing the importance of education in promoting all-round

development among the individual and the country as a whole, the Government of India has

launched several educational programmes. One such programme is SarvaShikshaAbhiyan for 5 E- ¥
Universalization of Elementary Education (UEE) in the form of access, enrollment and retention |
of the children in the age group of 6-14 years in the schools. Further, the programme is also

intended to facilitate the constitutional obligation of making free and compulsory elementary







However, a learner with special educational needs also includes learners from the
disadvantaged or deprived communities. These include the children belonging to the groups of
child labor, street children, victims of natural catastrophes and social conflicts, ethnic and
religious minorities, economically weaker section and those in extreme social and economic
deprivation.

IDENTIFY THE DIFFERENT TYPES OF CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

Every child is unique. Children have their own strengths and weaknesses. Their development
progresses according to certain sequences, but the pace may vary. It is natural that some children
may excel in certain areas but have deficiencies in other areas. However, if children display
marked problems or difficulties in one (or more) developmental areas, and their performance
shows significant discrepancies compared with other children of the same age, it is advisable to
refer the children for professional assessment. Children progress rapidly in their early years and
lots of changes are expected in a year or even a month’s time. Because of this, even experts may
find it difficult to make a firm diagnosis based on a young child’s conditions. On the other hand,
it is precisely the plasticity of children’s development that makes early identification and
intervention important. With early identification of children’s developmental and learning

problems and prompt referral for assessment, it helps us understand and support the children’s

conditions and needs in development and learning.

Developmental and learning problems of children may be associated with a combination of
factors. The child’s own developmental conditions or other environmental factors, such as the
family, school or society, may play a part. Sometimes it will be obvious that your child has
special needs. Other times it won’t be so clear. This will depend partly on the type of special
need or disability the child might have, as well as its severity. For instance, a physical disability,
ickly. Meanwhile, a mild form of a

such as blindness or deafness, may become appare
learning disability, such as dyslexia or dysgeaphia, may be harder to detect. If suspicion arises
that the child may have a special negd!it must be found out as soon as possible. Early detection

can allow understanding the chaffenges the child may encounter in the future. The following are

the categories and the symptoms of the disorders, that a child might have develop, to fall in to the

~category of being special.





































