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1. INTRODUCTION :
1.1 COMMNIITY :

A community is a social unit ( a group of living things) with commonality such as
place, norms, religion, values , customs or identity. Communities may share a sense
of place situated in a given geogeophical area (e.g. Country, village, town, or
Neighbourhood ) or is virtual space through communication platform.

1.2 THE SINGPHO TRIBE :

Singpho Tribe of Arunachal Pradesh, India, is vibrant and culturally rich community.
They are known for their unique customs, traditions, and practices that have been
passed down through generations. Singpho people resides on the banks of Siang
and Noa Dihing rivers and spreading to as far as the south-eastern part including
the land of the Khamtis. Singpho Tribe is numerically a minor tribe in North-East
India. They are found inTirap districtand some parts of the Lohit
district of Arunachal Pradesh and Tinsukia district of Assam. They are scattered
in villages like Ketetong, Ulup, Dibang, Pangsun, Mungbhon, Bisa, Pangna, Hasak,
Namo, Ingthem, Katha and Kumsai. The proper tribal name of Singpho is ‘Ching-
po’. The Singphos are the most powerful tribe bordering on the valley. They drove
out the Khamtis from the low lands under the Patkai hills and settled themselves
on the bank of Tengapani, east of Sadia and on the upper Buri-Dihing in Namrup.

1.3 ORIGIN OF SiNGPHO TRIBE :
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1.4 SOCIETY OF SINGPHO TRIBE :

The Singpho tribes are segregated into quite a number of clans, each under a leader
locally known as ‘Gam’. The principal Gams are the Bessa, Duffa, Luttao, Luttora,
Tesari, Mirip, Lophae, Lutong and Magrong. The Singphos are also separated into 4
classes, known as Shangai, Myung, Lubrung and Mirip. Their numerous clans have
their own leaders, and they live in the houses on stilts. Traditionally the king is the
chief of the Singpho community. There are systems of Gaon Panchayat and Anchal
Samity for administrative structure of the community. Gaon Panchayat is headed
by village headman. Moreover, the social customs of the Singpho tribes are
maintained with honour, Marriage is a valued institution. ‘Exogamy’ is adept
to marriage. However, it is customary that they do not marry within the members
of a clan. Only marriages are being confined to definite clans. Once a man gets

married to a clan it becomes customary for his heirs to seek wives from the
same family line.

1.5 OCCUPATION OF SINGPHO TRIBE :

Traditionally they are hunters and gatherers. Since hunting is a strenuous work they
have resorted to agriculture that has gone to become the main source of
livelihood. They are very fond of opium. This habit is a characteristic feature of the
Singphos. All the Singpho tribes have developed expertise in their professions of
being blacksmiths, largely producing iron artworks of excellence.

Mainly
the women folks create nicely woven clothes and dress

materials.

1.6 RELIGION OF SINGPHO TRIBE :

They are B st by religion and the Buddhist Monk is a greatly rev

y. He plays a significant role as far ag—sgg‘ial‘ eth
















f. Religious and Spiritual Shift :

While the Singpho community's animistic beliefs and reverence for nature remain
integral, exposure to other religions and spiritual practices has led to some

individuals embracing different faiths. This religious shift may impact traditional
rituals and ceremonies in the long run.

g. Social Structure and Gender Roles :

As modern values and ideas seep into the community, there could be evolving
; notions of gender roles and family dynamics. This may lead to changes in traditional

. social structures, although some core family values and kinship ties are likely to
i remain intact.

Overall, the Singpho community of Arunachal Pradesh is undergoing a dynamic
transformation, balancing their traditional culture with the influences of
modernization and globalization. While some aspects of their heritage may be
evolving, the Singpho people continue to take pride in their cultural roots and work
{ towards preserving their identity in the face of changing times.

: It is important to note that cultural changes are a natural part of any society's
evolution. While the Singpho community may experience shifts in their traditional
culture, they also value the preservation of their unique identity and heritage. The
i balance between embracing change and preserving traditions is a delicate process
: that communities worldwide face in this rapidly changing world.
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FAMOUS TEA OF SINGPHO TRIBE ‘PHALAP’




COSTUME OF SINGPHO TRIBE




